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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 QUEBEC 00010 172223Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 /070W 

034881 172233Z/64 

P 172000Z JAN 78 
FM AMCONSUL QUEBEC 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1221 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
AMCONSUL TORONTO 

UNCLAS QUEBEC 0010 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS; PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: CASTONGUAY TO HEAD PRE-REFERENDUM COMMITTEE 
REF: 1977 QUEBEC 0466 

1 . FEDERALIST FORCES HAVE SELECTED CLAUDE CASTONGUAY AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE PRE-REFERENDUM COMMITTEE WHICH WILL COOR- 
DINATE FEDERALIST STRATEGY IN THE UPCOMING REFERENDUM DE- 
BATE (SEE REFTEL). CASTONGUAY, A FORMER MINISTER IN THE 
BOURASSA GOVERNMENT, IS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE IMPERIAL LIFE 
ASSURANCE CO OF CANADA, A TORONTO-BASED FIRM, 

AND PRESIDENT OF THE LAURENTIAN FUND, INC. OF QUEBEC CITY. 

HIS NAME HAD FIGURED PROMINENTLY LAST FALL ON LISTS OF 
POSSIBLE CANDIDATES FOR THE PROVINCIAL LIBERAL PARTY LEADER- 
SHIP. CASTONGUAY WAS ELECTED "UNANIMOUSLY” BUT, ACCORDING 
TO PRESS REPORTS, HAD TO BEAT OUT TWO OTHER CANDIDATES FOR 
THE JOB - ROGER BEAUDRY, FORMER RECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MONTREAL, AND BRIAN MULRONEY, THE FORMER CANDIDATE FOR 
THE LEADERSHIP OF THE FEDERAL PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY IN 1976. 
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PAGE 02 QUEBEC 00010 172223Z 

2. MARCEL MASSE, A FORMER UNION NATION ALF, CABINET MINISTER, 

WAS NAMED EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE. THE 
OTHER VICE-PRESIDENTS WILL BE CAMIL SAMSON, LEADER OF THE 
PROVINCIAL SOCIAL CREDIT PARTY. PIERRE BRODEUR, OF THE 
QUEBEC-CANADA ASSOCIATION, AND ALEX PATTERSON OF THE POSITIVE 
ACTION COMMITTEE. 
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3. THE PRE-REFERENDUM COMMITTEE'S ROLE WILL BE LIMITED 

TO COORDINATING FEDERALIST FORCES IN THE PERIOD PRECEDING THE 
REFERENDUM CAMPAIGN (HENCE "PRE-REFERENDUM''). IT WILL NOT 
SERVE AS ONE OF THE UMBRELLA COMMITTEES PRESCRIBED IN THE 
PROPOSED REFERENDUM LAW. MASSE, WHO HAD SERVED AS A SORT OF 
ACTING PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE UNTIL CASTONGUAY’S ELECTION 
EMPHASIZED THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL HAVE A PURELY COORDINATING 
ROLE AND WILL NOT PROPOSE CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS OR POSIT 
"THIRD OPTIONS," A RESPONSIBILITY WHICH HE SAID RESTS WITH 
POLITICAL PARTIES. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH CASTONGUAY’S SELECTION COMES AS NO 
SURPRISE, IT MUST NEVERTHELESS BE COMFORTING TO THE PROVINCIAL 
LIBERALS TO HAVE ONE OF THEIR OWN HEADING UP THE PRE-REFERENDUM 
GROUP. AS WE MENTIONED IN REFTEL, THE LIBERALS HAVE BEEN 
NERVOUS ABOUT LOSING CONTROL OF THE REFERENDUM 

CAMPAIGN TO ANOTHER FEDERALIST GROUP; THE SELECTION OF PARTY 
STALWART CASTONGUAY IS PRESUMABLY QUITE REASSURING. BOSWELL 
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